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DEDICATION.
Before delving into the purpose of this book, I first would 

like to name the people responsible for my success in this 

program. Without their love and support, I don’t think that 

I’d be the designer that I am today.



Thank you to my mom and dad for quite literally everything. 

Thank you for the unwavering encouragement and support 

and for never letting me give up. You guys always know how 

to pick me up when I’m down and I know I can always count 

on you. I am forever grateful for how you learned to help me 

through the long nights and emotional breakdowns at finals 

and I know that I would not have survived in this program 

without you. Fafa you <3

MARISA DELCI & DANNY GLASS

ELKE FAJUT, TAEYA MEIER, CAYLIE GRONWOLD, 

LUCAS BAKER, & SILVIA KOOINGA

Thank all of you for being my studio family. I love our 

quirky little group and seeing you guys every day helped 

make the long studio hours and tough projects a little 

easier. Thank you for the stories, the laughs, the tears, 

and the hugs. I’m extremely proud of the designers we’ve 

all become and I wouldn’t be the designer I am today if 

not for the all-nighters we pulled together in studio <3

ALFRED C SANFT

Thank you for your encouragement and compassion. You 

were my Thesis Director and my favorite professor as I’m 

sure you are to most other students as well. I struggled a 

lot in my final semester and I’m not sure that I would’ve 

accomplished all that I wanted to accomplish if not for 

your support. I’ve learned so much from you for which I 

am extremely grateful.



THE CLASS OF 2024.
My name is Isa Glass. I’m an Arizona State University 

2024 Graduate with a BSD in Visual Communication. My 

journey as a Graphic Design major at ASU has been a 

rollercoaster ride to say the least. My class and I had the 

pleasure of starting our college careers during the height 

of a once in a lifetime global pandemic. Most college 

freshmen spend their first year familiarizing themselves 

with the layout of their campus, making new friends, and 

learning to balance their new found freedoms with their 

school workload. My classmates and I were thrust into 

a world of virtual learning and isolation. We didn’t have 

class on campus or in–person until our sophomore year 

and that was a rude awakening. I honestly had no idea 

how hard it was going to be. Keeping up with different 

professors and learning how to print and prep for class 

was super stressful. When school returned to in-person 

learning, I was lucky enough to work with and learn from 

experienced designers and make wonderful connections 

that will last well past my time at ASU. The Graphic Design 

program wasn’t easy. I think it’s a common misconception 

that creative courses are easy or unchallenging because 

they’re project heavy rather than test heavy. That was not my 

experience. I can assure you that the Visual Communication 

program at ASU is not for the faint hearted. The professors 

are tough, the critiques will hurt your feelings sometimes, 

and the workload is intense. Plus, the syllabi are cryptic and 

the professors refuse to explain things plainly. The whole 

program is about figuring things out for yourself. All of the 

professors know that the best way for us to truly learn, is to 

throw us into the deep end and hope that we have the drive 

to learn to swim. Our class started at around 300 students 

and in the end there were only 60 of us. We learned how to 

swim. I am extremely proud of my peers and of myself for 

maintaining the drive and passion we have for our work and 

I’m excited for us to step out into the professional world 

as Graphic Designers. 
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THE BEGINNING.
Starting sophomore year of the graphic Design Program, 

students will have one Visual Communication course every 

semester. The final two semesters are dedicated to the 

senior capstone. We were all asked to pick a social issue to 

commit to for the rest of the year. The social issue we chose 

would determine all of our projects for the next 2 semesters. 

This is the first brief that we were given at the beginning:

Your final capstone is to be presented next semester in the 

form of an exhibition and must focus on a Social Issue. 

Deliverables for end of semester reviews will vary. So what 

constitutes a “Social Issue”? There is no universal, constant, 

or absolute definition of what constitutes a social problem. 

Rather, social problems are defined by a combination of 

objective and subjective criteria that vary across societies, 

among individuals and groups within society, and across 

historical time periods.

Objective and Subjective Elements of Social Problems:

Although social problems take many forms, they all share 

two important elements: an objective social condition and 

a subjective interpretation of that social condition. 

The objective element of a social problem refers to the 

existence of a social condition. We become aware of social 

conditions through our own life experiences, through the 

media, and through education. We see the homeless, hear 

gunfire in the streets, and see battered women in hospital 

emergency rooms. We read about employees losing their 

jobs as businesses downsize and factories close. In news 

reports we see the anguished faces of parents whose 

children have been killed by violent youth. 

The subjective element of a social problem refers to the 

belief that a particular social condition is harmful to society, 

or to a segment of society, and that it should be changed. 

We all know that racism, crime, drug addiction, poverty, 

violence, and pollution exist. These social conditions are 

not considered social problems however, unless at least a 

segment of society believes these conditions diminish the 

quality of human life. 

By combining these objective and subjective elements, we 

arrive at the following definition: A social problem is a social 

condition that a segment of society views as harmful to 

members of society and is in need of remedy. (Mooney, 

L. A., Knox, D., & Schacht, C. (2000). Understanding social 

problems (2nd ed.). Cincinnati, OH: Wadsworth.) 

The topic you select must be a topic that has high level 

research and has some studies/surveys with numbers to 

support conclusions vs new issues that may be interesting 

and intriguing, but solely based on opinions more than 

empirical evidence to support the topic. 
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Consider: A topic that interests you / Find out as much 

background info about the topic as you can. / Who are the 

current experts on the topic? / Is the topic relevant and 

significant today? Some topics may be relevant, but there’s 

not sufficient sources at this time. 

There’s no such thing as the perfect topic. What’s most 

important from the list above (assuming it’s a viable topic) 

is your interest and curiosity of the topic. The topics must 

be approved by the instructor(s) of record. I would caution 

you on selecting a topic that is too close to home. One, 

from numerous past experiences it can be extremely hard 

to remain objective. Two, also from past experiences, it 

becomes too emotionally charged and affects performance. 

Hierarchy of Research

Top: Clinical extensive research with results

Mid: Research, but not extensive, with cursory results 

Low: Articles, documentaries, case studies, expert opinions, 

and conclusions extrapolated from research studies 

Deliverables: Digital presentation of your topic: TBD, 5 min 

(citing min. 10 overall sources) 

With the brief as my guide, it was time to select a social 

issue. I didn’t take this selection lightly. I actually struggled 

with the decision for a few days because I couldn’t decide 

what I wanted to do. I started by thinking about all the issues 

that I hear about frequently: abortion rights, gun control, 

gender inequality, human trafficking, global warming, the 

opioid epidemic, the COVID-19 pandemic, etc. The list 

seemed endless. I wanted to do something that no one in 

my class was doing that was also important to me. I actually 

asked ChatGPT to give me a list of 100 social issues hoping 

that something might inspire me or grab my attention. 

That only confused me further. There were too many things 

that spoke to me; too many issues that don’t get the 

attention that I think they deserve.

Feeling overwhelmed by the decision, I asked one of my 

professors for advice. He told me to think about something 

that is specifically important to my life without being too 

personal that I wouldn’t be able to remain unbiased when 

collecting and presenting my research. 

I thought about my mom. She’s an elementary school 

teacher. Since the school shooting in Uvalde Texas in 2022, 

her school has taken more safety precautions to prevent 

something like what happened at Robb Elementary, from 

happening at their school. My mom, along with her fellow 

colleagues, had to take CPR classes and had to learn how to 

tie a tourniquet in case a student was shot and losing blood. 

This is not the job of a teacher. It’s not what they signed 

up for. But the current state of our nation has imposed an 

impossible task on our educators: preparing for the day that 

someone walks into their classroom with a gun.

“School Shootings” was my initial selection but I was told 

it was too broad. I spoke to my professor again about my 

decision and he said, “school shootings where? High school 

or elementary? Will the focus be the teachers? The children? 

The community? The nation? Which nation?” All questions 

that I hadn’t thought about yet. I decided that the subject 

that deserves the most attention in regards to this topic is 

the children. And so my social issue was selected and 

approved: Child-Related Gun Violence in America. 
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SOCIAL ISSUE
RESEARCH.
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MY INTENTION.
As I began my research, I decided that it was important to 

establish my intent. All the research I’d be collecting would 

go towards a presentation at the end of the first semester 

and then my entire exhibit at the end of the second so I felt 

that it was important to consider my overall end goal. What 

was it that I wanted people to walk away with after seeing 

my work? 

I felt that, despite this being an issue rooted in politics, 

approaching the issue with a political bias or agenda would 

turn people off from the data and important information. I 

decided that I didn’t want my political views to influence my 

research in any way. The data should be about the kids. I 

figured that if the data was shocking enough, which I knew 

it would be, the numbers would speak for themselves and 

people would connect the political dots on their own.

America stands divided on gun control. Some people view 

gun control as ethical and important to ensure the safety of 

the general public. Others view gun control as an unethical 

infringement on their 2nd amendment rights. It is unlikely 

that in my lifetime, our nation will ever land on a solution for 

gun control. But one thing that I think everyone can agree 

on, no matter their political affiliation, is that the children of 

our nation don’t deserve to worry about dying at school.
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THE DATA.
I knew that looking for data would be challenging. I was 

adamant about wanting the data that I collected to be from 

reliable and unbiased sources. Before I could really begin, I 

needed to establish a timeline for my research so that it had 

a definite starting point. I chose to date my research back to 

1999, the year of the shooting at Columbine High School. The 

shooting at Columbine High School was the largest school 

shooting in American history at its time. I wanted numbers 

and statistics about school shootings in America since then, 

but I had no idea how difficult it was going to be. 

Apparently, it’s hard to find data about school shootings 

in America because our Federal Government doesn’t classify 

school shootings as their own category of recorded mass 

shootings. They get lumped in with all mass shootings that 

happen in America which was very frustrating becuase there 

are mass shootings basically everywhere in America all the 

time. By the time I had finished gathering my research to 

complete my projects, I had done a lot of reading but only a 

few sources were able to provide me the quantitative data 

that I needed. 

“There have been 394 school 
shootings since 1999, according to 
Post data. One dot represents 20 
children exposed to gun violence” 
(Washington Post)
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“While it remains highly unlikely 
that any student will experience 
a school shooting, the number of 
incidents has risen rapidly in recent 
years. Through 2017, the country 
averaged about 11 school shootings 
a year, never eclipsing 16 in a single 
year. But starting in 2018, violent 
incidents started climbing.” 
(Washington Post)

“Children are responsible for 
more than half the country’s school 
shootings — none of which would 
be possible if those children didn’t 
have access to firearms.

The ranks of school shooters 
include a 6-year-old boy, who killed 
a classmate he shot on purpose, and 
a 15-year-old girl, who did the same 
to a friend for rejecting her romantic 
overtures.” (Washington Post)
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“In 2019, the FBI reports there 
were only 316 justifiable homicides 
involving a private citizen using a 
firearm. That same year, there were 
9,610 criminal gun homicides. Guns 
were used in 30 criminal homicides 
for every justifiable homicide.” 
(Violence Policy Center.)

Dylan Klebold -- 
9mm rounds fired: 55
Shotgun rounds fired: 12
Total rounds fired: 67

Eric Harris -- 
9mm rounds fired: 96
Shotgun rounds fired: 25
Total rounds fired: 121
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“The K-12 SSDB includes detailed 
information about every school 
shooting, a reliability score that 
quantifies the dependability of 
the information, and the verified 
primary source citation(s) (e.g., 
newspaper article, court records, 
interviews, police reports) to allow 
for further academic research. The 
scope is widely inclusive to allow 
for a comprehensive analysis of 
school shooting data.

Through the inclusion, rather 
than exclusion, of criteria that are 
cross-referenced, unfiltered, and 
agnostic, users can conduct more 
detailed analyses of gun violence 
in schools within their areas of 
interest from which to make better 
informed decisions about school 
safety.” (K-12 School Shooting 
Database)
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MY SKETCHBOOK.
My sketchbook was where I took my notes as I was reading 

about my social issue. As previously mentioned however, 

only a few sources were able to provide me with the stats 

and numbers that I wanted so what I actually bothered to 

record in my sketchbooks wasn’t a lot.
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THE CLOCK.
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THE PURPOSE.
The clock was the first practical implementation of all my 

research. We were all asked to produce, first a 2D version 

and then a 3D version, of a functioning clock that served 

to represent our topic in some way. Our data was expected 

to influence our design choices and be reflected on the 

faces of our clocks. The way in which we managed to 

execute this was completely up to us. The only restrictions 

and expectations were that the clock had to be 12 inches 

and that we had to connect our social issue to the concept 

of time in one way or another. The purpose of making a 

connection between our topics and time, was to exaggerate 

and emphasize the longevity of these pressing issues that 

still demand solutions.
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CLOCK SPRINT.
Before jumping into designing the clocks for our 

social issues, we were first asked to design a clock 

sprint. The purpose of this was to help us deviate from 

what traditional clocks look like (hands and numbers) 

and learn to represent time in unique and indexical 

ways. This was the brief we got on canvas the day that 

we were assigned the sprint:

Clock Sprint Project:

This project is intended to be completed in 3 hours. 

Design a clock face that deviates from traditional hands 

and numbers, creating a new system for keeping time. 

This design sprint is not focused on construction or 

engineering; rather, it aims to emphasize creativity and 

innovation with no practical or physical application. The 

design should not be related to your selected topic.

On the 11x17 IDML InDesign file attached, you’ll find two 

5 inch circles. The new design style must be identical in both 

circles, displaying different times in each (example below). 

All content must be fully contained within the circles. The 

design must be in black and white only, with values of black 

permitted. Once you’ve completed the new design, please 

upload your design sheet to the Miro Clock Sprint Board.
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FINAL SPRINT
– 8:43 am 

– 3:16 pm
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SOCIAL ISSUE CLOCK.
Using what I learned from the design sprint, it was time to 

start mind mapping, sketching, and prototyping for my social 

issue clock. The design brief for the clock told us how we 

were expected to get started:

Description: 

Design the face of a circular, 12-inch clock, that must tell 

real time. The content of the clock face must be a visual 

interpretation of an element of your social issue topic and 

ideally, how it connects to time. The clock must also have 

one word that relates to your content. The word must be in 

the form of a simple logotype, from an existing typeface.

Process: 

1 – One-day project: design the face of a clock that departs 

from the traditional code, creating a new system for keeping 

time. This phase is not about construction or engineering, it 

is about creativity, exploration, and visualizing the new code 

signifying two different times of the same design. 

2 – Mind-map Time, and your Social Issue topic individually. 

Look for connections of time and your topic. Research data 

that can be added to enhance the communication. 

3 – Design 2D static, 12-inch, analog version clock. This 

step is to discover the best concepts that communicate your 

topic, and how well you connect the time element into the 

big idea. This is the low-tech version. Advantages of the 

analog clock: The hands will be able to communicate time 

without numbers of any kind or tick marks in the place of 

numbers. The face could have any communication, and the 

hands will still keep time. You can delete certain hands, and 

it will still keep time. The hands can be redesigned to be 

part of the communication. 

4 – Present at least two 2D, 12-inch, analog version 

clocks. With the visual composed on the clock, add one 

word to the composition (imagining that it is like the logo 

for the clock) that enhances the communication of your 

clock. If your clock’s visual communication is more cryptic, 

your word should aim to help the understanding (but not be 

too obvious). If your visual communication is obvious, the 

word can deepen the meaning of the overall communication 

on the clock. Do not manipulate the word into a logotype 

at this point. Simply add a word (see step 6). 

5 – Beyond 2D and 12-inch limitation, how can other 

functions and potential materials enhance the concept or 

big idea of your clock? Typically, this is the 3D phase of the 

project. Since most of you are not building a clock, what 

other dimensions does the digital environment offer as 

possibilities. 

6 – Once you’ve selected the final clock concept and design, 

can you manipulate the word in the form of a logotype to 

imply meaning to the big idea. 

7 – For exhibition purposes in the Red Square, in no more 

than 25 - 30 words, write a brief description of your social 

issue and come up with a compelling title. 

8 – Photographs: ? x ? sheet TBD (stiff paper): photograph 

your clock and display it in three circles. More info later. 
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Process Circle: ? x ? sheet TBD (stiff paper, same size as 

above) 10-inch diameter, with 2 B&W sprint clocks from 

initial intro exercise project. More info later. 

9 – Time permitting, package your final clock in a container 

appropriate to your design and concept. This could be for 

photography purposes only. 

Due date and Deliverables: 

TBD in October at the beginning of class. 

MIND MAPPING.
Mind mapping is a skill of mine, if I do say so myself. I 

often find myself overwhelmed at the start of open ended 

projects like these because I’m a personal fan of rules. I 

like knowing what to do, what not to do, what’s going to 

get me the best grade etc. I had way too many ideas for my 

clock all at once and none of them were well developed or 

thought out. Hence, mind mapping. It’s the quickest way 

for me to get all of my ideas on paper and organize them. 
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SINCE.
My professors told me that I should center my mind 

maps around the concept of time so, as depicted, I made 

three different mind maps. Each represents a different 

connection between my topic and concept of time. Of the 

three maps I made, I felt that the one that inspired me the 

most was my map around the word “since”. The “Since” 

map focused on the shooting at Columbine High School in 

1999.  That shooting was over 20 years ago and according 

to my research, school shooting rates are still on the rise. 

I wanted my clock to emphasize the lack of change that has 

been implemented since that major school shooting over 

two decades ago. 
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THE 2D CLOCK.
The first clock that we were expected to produce was a 

2D version. It was pretty self explanatory, the clock’s only 

3D feature should be the ticking hands of the clock. I 

decided that I wanted this version of my social issue clock 

to be a more literal representation of my topic. The way 

that I planned to achieve this without making my topic too 

obvious was to make this a typographically based design.  

According to the brief, we were only allowed one word 

on our clocks so I needed to find a loophole. I was able to 

get around this by featuring the names of the people 

that died at the Columbine shooting on my clock’s face. 

According to my research, the two boys who committed 

the shooting killed 12 students and 1 teacher before 

turning their guns on themselves. 

The Columbine shooting happened relatively quickly as 

well which helped add a layer of depth to my representation 

of time on my clock. According to my research, the two boys 

began shooting at 11:19 a.m and by 11:35 a.m, the 13 people 

they had killed were dead. Then, at around 12:07, they turned 

the guns on themselves. The shooting and mass murder that 

shocked the nation was effectively over in under an hour. 

Naturally, while the boys were actively shooting, the whole 

school went on lock down. The boys had initially planted 

bombs all around the school and it was only after they 

failed to detonate that they went on their shooting spree. 

As a result of this, police and S.W.A.T. teams were unable 

to declare the school as “all – clear” until they had made 

certain that none of the bombs were going to detonate on 

the campus. This wasn’t until around 4 pm. That means that 

the teachers and students who survived, were stuck, afraid 

in their classrooms, and in the dark for about 5 hours. That 

was the timeline that informed my clock.

It also helped me establish the one word that I wanted to 

feature on my clock. I went back and forth for a long time 

between “lock-down” and “all-clear”. I wanted either the 

word “lock” or “all” on the minute hand of my clock and I 

wanted either “down” or “clear” to be lined up with the time 

at 4pm so that when the hand came around to that time, the 

words would become one to signify the declared safety of 

the school and its people. 
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FINAL 2D CLOCK.
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THE 3D CLOCK.
After getting my 2D clock approved, I moved on to the 3D 

version. Although I was happy with the way that my 2D clock 

had turned out, I felt that it wasn’t as visually interesting as I 

wanted it to be. I mean it was interesting to me becuase 

of all the rsearch that I had done and I knew that my 

design choices were intentional but I felt like the clock itself 

wouldn’t reflect the gravity of the issue to someone who 

hadn’t read about much as I had. I saw the 3D clock as an 

opportunity to push the morbidity of my topic. 

I wanted my 3D clock to be more indexical. By dictionary 

definition, indexical refers to something whose meaning is 

dependent on the context in which it is used. I wanted to 

focus on one element of my topic and use it deliberately 

to tell the story of the shooting at Columbine High School. 

The idea for how I was going to achieve this came to me 

very quickly so I unfortunately do not have sketches of my 

thought process in my sketchbook. I went straight into 

working on the computer. I decided that the best way to 

capture the severity and morbidity of Columbine was to find 

a way to use bullets as my 3D aspect. Bullets on their own 

wouldn’t be indexical though. If I didn’t find a way to add 

some depth and significance to the bullets, then people 

would just associate my topic with guns which was not the 

intended focus of my social issue. 

My social issue focuses on the kids in America. The ones 

who lost their lives but also the ones who walked out of a 

school shooting alive but traumatized. Therefore, I chose 

to make each bullet represent a person who was killed or 

injured at Columbine. Including the boys responsible for 

the shooting, 15 people were killed that day and around 20 

others were seriously injured. So in total I would need 35 

bullets. When I decided this, I had no idea how I was going 

to put the bullets on my clock, what kind of bullets I’d 

need, or where I was even going to get those bullets from. 

According to my research, the boys used mostly 9mm bullets 

throughout the school. But where was I even going to get 

those? As you can probably already guess, I’m not a fan of 

guns so the idea of walking into a sporting goods store 

and buying bullets really grossed me out even though they 

were just going to be used for a project. I made that my last 

resort and instead, looked on etsy and got super lucky! I 

found a person who sold shaved down 9mm bullet casings 

in sets of 17 for like $30. I ordered 2 packs and they arrived 

a week later. They were gold but I decided to spray paint 

them silver so that they better matched my digital sketches. 

Then to go a step further, I took 15 of them and painted 

red inside the groves of the type on the bullet casings to 

represent the 15 people who lost their lives that day.

I collected all the materials I needed when it came time 

to assemble my clock. I had a 12 inch sheet of ¼ inch thick 

black acrylic for my base, the 35 bullet buts, the words 

“all-clear” in red vinyl, and the mechanism for my clock. All 

that was left was to actually assemble everything.
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ATTEMPT 1.

Experimenting first with 

only 15 bullets. It’s pretty 

obvious that I had no idea 

how big bullets are lol.

ATTEMPT 2.

Decided to use 35 bullets 

to represent those who 

died and those who were 

injured. Also sketched red 

in the grooves to represent 

bloodshed.
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ATTEMPT 3.

Bullets arrived from Etsy 

so I adjusted their scale in 

my sketches. Experimented 

with a more textured base 

for my clock’s face. 

ATTEMPT 4.

Professors told me that 

I should pick either the 

second hand or the minute 

hand and lose the other. 

Tried a more realistic paper 

texture as well.



FINAL 3D CLOCK.

Reverted to black, the 

paper texture was too 

obvious. The bullets are 

scattered to represent 

the shooting spree

throughout the school.

Please ignore my face in 

the reflection of the clock, 

I was concentrating really 

hard and it wasn’t cute.
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THE CLOCK SHOW.
On November 1st, 2023 we had our Clock Show. The Clock 

Show is a small exhibition that the Graphic Design seniors 

put together every year to show off their final clocks. It’s 

hosted on the lower level of the Design North building on 

ASU’s Tempe campus in an area called the Red Square. It 

was a one-day installation where we arranged all of our 

clocks in a giant circle along with 2 sheets of paper 

representing our design process as well as photos of the 

finished product. We also got reviewed by our professors 

the day of the exhibit. We met with one of our 3 professors 

at a scheduled time to go over the finished piece and talk 

about how it turned out and what could be tweaked.
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PROCESS CLOCK.

Shows the entire process 

of designing both the 2D 

and the 3D clocks. Below 

the Process Clock are the 

Sprints that we did at the 

start of this project.

PHOTOGRAPHY.

These were displayed 

below my finished 3D clock. 

They capture interesting 

and important angles of the 

clock’s features up close.
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These were during my 

review with Alfred Sanft. 

I got good feedback 

on my composition as 

well as my process and 

photography sheets!

Featuring Silvia Kooinga, 

Lucas Baker, and Elke Fajut 

(behind the camera <3)

We all got positive 

feedback so we were 

feeling goofy and happy
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THE POSTER
SHOW.
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THE PURPOSE.
Every year, the Graphic Design Seniors host a Poster 

Show. What is a poster show? In as few words as possible, 

it’s a big fundraiser. Basically, we (the senior class) were 

responsible for reaching out to as many graphic designers 

as possible and asking them if they would be willing to 

donate a poster/posters to our poster show so that we could 

auction them off to raise money for our final exhibit at the 

end of the year. 

So much goes into the poster show besides just reaching 

out to designers. We were all put into different committees 

in order to divide and conquer the workload. The committies 

were Event Management, Event Design, Photo, Web, Media 

and Marketing, and Print. I was on the Print team. Each 

committee was responsible for getting certain tasks done 

each week so that we remained on track for our show. My 

committee didn’t have a ton of work to do until just before 

the actual poster show when all of the prints needed to be 

cut out. To give you an idea of how many posters there 

were, each student was responsible for contacting at least 

20 different graphic designers and there were 60 of us. Not 

all of the designers we reached out to responded back to 

us or were willing to give out their work for free but a lot of 

them did. For example, I reached out to 21 graphic designers 

in total on different platforms including BeHance, LinkedIn, 

and Instagram. Only 6 responded to me expressing their 

interest in donating. Of the 6 that I actually managed to get 

a response from, only 3 ended up actually donating but they 

donated like 3-5 posters each which I was super grateful for. 

Our deadline for reaching out to designers and accepting 

work was October 13th, 2023 because we needed to pass all 

of the digital files that we had received over to the Event 

Management committee so that they could sort and arrange 

all of the posters to get them ready to print. 

While we were collecting posters, we were all trying to 

design a “brand” for our poster show. We needed a theme 

so that we could create a website, host our auction online, 

promote the auction on social media, and design 

merchandise to sell at the auction as well.

We hosted the poster show in early November 2023 in our 

studio building. It was a big success. Friends and families 

showed up in support of the program and bought a lot of

posters. All of our committees were at work during the show 

to ensure that everything went smoothly. The auctions for 

the posters on display were hosted on our website, we had 

a live auction for certain posters, and we got to display and 

auction off our final clocks. All in hopes to raise enough 

money to fund our end of the year exhibit.
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This was the giant Google Sheet we shared in order to keep 

track of who we had reached out to. The purpose of this was 

to hold all of us accountable for actually reaching out to 

people as well as to make sure that we didn’t reach out to 

anybody twice.
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This was one of my versions 

of a poster design to submit 

as a potential brand for the 

poster show. I wanted to do 

something really minimal 

and clean. 

We were asked to find 

famous posters by graphic 

designers and use them 

as inspiration so I found a 

poster that used balloon 

letters like this and spelled 

out “HOPE”. I made like 

10 variations of this poster 

experimenting with where 

to put the information 

about the show itself. 

They’re subtle changes 

but they make a 

difference I swear.

Experimenting with the 

hierarchy of information. 

Which works better, seeing 

the textual information 

first or seeing the 

barcode first?

Experimenting with center 

alignment which is usually 

a big no no for me but I felt 

like it balanced out the 

negative space well.
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Same variations, just 

bigger type sizes

Experimenting with left 

alignment, different type 

sizes, barcode size, and 

leading
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This was version 2.

I wanted to do a more 

maximalist version to 

contrast the first design. It 

features sneak peeks 

of actual posters that 

would be available for 

auction at our show. 

Experimented with type in 

the negative spaces.

Also experimented with 

black and white versions of 

the negative space and red 

and white versions of type 

to test legibility.
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The final version 

of this poster is what I 

actually ended up 

submitting to my class 

to vote on. It’s a 

combination of my first 

two posters, it’s 

maximalist but type 

based at the same time.

Got the critique that the 

GDSSA (Graphic Design 

Senior Student Association) 

is a separate entity from 

the poster show so I had to 

alter my text.
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Experimented with opacity 

and legibility

Final Version



This was the poster that 

my whole class voted on 

for the poster show. We 

turned this design into the 

theme for our website 

and our collateral to sell 

during the poster show. 



Everyone helped when it 

came time to cut out all the 

posters. There were literally 

hundreds of them! I think I 

easily cut 100 by myself and 

it didn’t even make a dent. 

But I love cutting things out 

so I had a lot of fun :)

The day before the show, 

we all had to bring our 

finished clocks back to the 

studio so that they could be 

displayed for the auction. 

We laid them out on long 

tables and the junior class 

came over to our side of 

the studio to see what 

they’d be facing next year. 

I remember being a junior 

and being really intimidated 

by the clock so it felt kinda 

nice to see that they were 

intimidated by our final 

products too.



107

Set up the day of was 

really hectic. There were 

still posters to be cut,

organized, and numbered.
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SOCIAL ISSUE 
PRESENTATION.
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THE PRESENTATION.
We only had a few weeks left in the first semester by the 

time the clock show and the poster show had passed. With 

that time, we had one final project to finish: a presentation. 

Basically, our entire class split up into groups and each 

of us had to put together and give a detailed presentation 

about our topic to our group. This was where we all really 

got to show off all the research that we had done. This was 

the brief we got:

Description:

The final review is a digital presentation of your social

issue. Graded on the design of presentation, content, and 

presentation delivery. 

5 minute presentation / 5 minute Q&A Select the best 

software to best present your topic. 

Presentation Elements (minimum) 

1 - Introduce yourself and the topic 

2 - Explain at least 3–5 key aspects that explains the

 importance of your topic. (this needn’t be voiced in your 

presentation: ask and answer: why should anyone care 

about my topic?) 

3 - Explain who the players are, their credentials, the history 

of the issue, and what is currently being done about it. Cite 

at least 15–20 sources; 30–40% of them should be higher 

end, journal like sources/studies. Online journal sources are 

acceptable. 

4 - How can visual communication help? 

5 - Define potential target audiences for a campaign and 

explain rationale? 

Process and Miscellaneous Tips: 

Most of your research may already be completed, however, 

you may have more to gather for your presentation such as 

photographs, images, testimonials, anecdotal stories, 

infographics, and/or videos that assist in communicating 

the essence of your topic. 

Begin to outline different scenarios for your presentation. 

Consider the introduction, background, importance, key 

players/history, and explore different sequencing for an 

interesting flow of information. 

Storyboard initial ideas for a rough draft, testing multiple 

scenarios. Create a slide-by-slide sequence, exploring 

different flows of information and including titled sections. 

This initial storyboarding can be done by hand or using 

a computer. 

For the next level of storyboarding, create a first draft

in computer form. Include titled sections and supporting 

elements such as potential images, charts, infographics, 

videos, etc. 

A successful presentation will have a beginning, a middle, 

and an ending. The first 10–15 seconds are crucial to capture 
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your audience, maintaining their attention throughout the 

middle section and ending as strongly as you started. 

You have flexibility in determining the sequencing of the 

presentation elements. The only section that must be at 

the end is your sources. That section can be cited Sources, 

References, Bibliography or similar. List all your sources for 

your topic and not just those referring to your topic. For key 

slides where you make a bold assertion, it is advisable to 

cite the source related to that specific topic. 

For the presentation on the 4th of December, you will sign up 

in groups of 6-7 students, to present to us, a guest reviewer, 

and one another. 

I wanted my numbers and my research to be the main 

focus of my presentation so I went for a very minimalist, 

high contrast design. I also had very little text on my 

slides because I had my information memorized. I had 

to type out my script for my presentation and submit it 

to my professors as a grade.
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SLIDE 1 –
On Tuesday, April 20th, 1999, two 17 year old 
boys committed a massacre that rocked the small 
town of Littleton Colorado and shocked the nation. 
Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold walked into Columbine 
High School with 4 guns on their person and shot and 
killed 13 students and 1 teacher before turning the 
guns on themselves. The coverage of this shooting, 
although it was not the first school shooting ever 
recorded in American history, commanded America’s 
attention and, at the time, was thought to be the 
deadliest school shooting in US history. 

SLIDE 2 –
Today I want to talk to you about child–related gun 
violence. Gun violence is the leading cause of death 
in children age 1-19 in the United States. You may be 
wondering, so since that shooting was so horrific, 
what has been done to enact change? The truth is, 
not much. 
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SLIDE 3 –
The frequency of school shootings has skyrocketed 
in recent years. This graph from the Washington Post 
displays the average number of school shootings per 
year. I want to stress that these numbers are averages 
and not exact as school shootings aren’t recorded 
or documented as their own separate category of 
mass shootings by the Federal Government. While 
school shootings are specific to children, they are 
lumped in with all mass shootings. According to the 
department of justice, a shooting is considered a 
mass shooting if 3 or more people are injured/killed.

SLIDE 4 –
From 1999-2017, the average number of school 
shootings per year was around 11 and in those years, 
never rose above 16.
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SLIDE 5 –
In 2018 however, there is a noticeable spike that 
has yet to come back down. In 2022 there were around 
47 school shootings making that the highest number 
in America’s recorded history. 

SLIDE 6 – 
The only year that the record for school shootings 
wasn’t broken, was 2020 when K-12 schooling went 
remote and still, the number was comparable to 
previous years. Schools went remote in most states 
around March or April; meaning that the shootings 
recorded for 2020 were committed in those few 
early months. 
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SLIDE 7 –
So who is committing these atrocities? The scary truth 
is children. The average age for a documented school 
shooter is 16 years old. May I remind you that the legal 
age to purchase a firearm in most states is 18. 

SLIDE 8 –
I just want to show you the weapons that Eric and 
Dylan used at Columbine. 
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SLIDE 9 –
Those boys walked into that school each with 9mm 
assault weapons strapped to their shoulders...

SLIDE 10 –
...and shotguns concealed in their cargo pants. 
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SLIDE 11 –
What’s crazy is that Dylan’s mom did a TED Talk where 
she told the world that their family didn’t even own 
guns. There is no way that a 17 year old child should 
be able to go out and acquire weapons like these. 

SLIDE 12 –
According to a stat listed by the Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia, there are currently 393 million 
registered guns in circulation in the US. That’s about 
121 guns for every 100 people. According to that 
same source, there is at least 1 gun in the homes of 
1 out of every 3 homes with child residents. 
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SLIDE 13 –
More alarmingly, 1.7 million kids live with loaded, 
unlocked guns in their homes. 

SLIDE 14 –
The data displays that many Americans feel 
passionate about owning firearms so let’s talk about 
the opposing argument. According to the Violence 
Policy Center, the gun lobby’s main argument for 
expanding the carrying of concealed, loaded handguns 
into public spaces while blocking restrictions on the 
availability of military style semi automatic assault 
weapons is that they are a “common and effective” 
tool for self defense. This is false. That same article 
released the numbers of criminal homicides vs 
justifiable homicides involving guns in 2019. 
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SLIDE 15 –
There were 9610 criminal gun homicides that year. 
Anyone want to guess how many justifiable homicides 
there were in comparison?

SLIDE 16 –
316. That ratio is 1:30. Therefore the opposing 
argument is false. 
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SLIDE 18 –
In conclusion, we are in desperate need of gun 
reform and legislation in our country for the sake 
of our children. Columbine was over 20 years 
ago and the death rates in children ages 1-19 are 
still climbing. We, as a nation, are out of excuses. 

SLIDE 17 – 
Read quote.
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SLIDE 19 –
Thank you for your time.

SLIDE 20 –
Sources



DESIGNING 
THE EXHIBIT.

140
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GETTING STARTED.
We ended our first semester of senior year with the social 

issue presentation. As soon as second semester started, we 

were given the brief for our final exhibition:

Overview: 

As you consider the design of your exhibit, start with 

the content of your digital presentation from fall reviews. 

Consider the most important elements of your topic that 

could be communicated and how best to engage your 

audience attending the exhibit. Your book must accompany 

your exhibit, consider how it will relate, visually, content 

and organization-wise. 

Process: 

Concept Design: 

Put together a few content briefs that provide an overview of 

the exhibit: the main message, themes, sub themes, 

interactive strategies, potential media, and other elements 

to tell your story.

Schematic Design: 

Contains framework for the exhibit’s content. Deliverables 

include outline, breaking down content into sections 

and subsections, identifies key objects, images, quotes, 

and various other elements. 

Design Development: 

Creating physical elements of the exhibit. Testing and 

prototyping all elements, ideally, mounted on the actual 

materials, to size. The quicker you are testing full-size, 

the quicker you will be able to judge what is working 

and what needs refinement. 

Even though the brief was clear, I felt very overwhelmed. 

I had so much information that I wanted my exhibit to 

communicate that I didn’t know where to start to narrow it 

down. I decided to take a look at the website for the 2023 

seniors to wrap my head around the organization.
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“BEHIND CLOSED DOORS” by 
Sidnee Abeyta

Social Issue: Marital Rape

“CAUSATIVE COVERAGE” by 
Hayden Frazier

Social Issue: Mass 

Media Coverage of 

Mass Shootings
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SKETCHING.
Sketching for my exhibit panels proved to be difficult at 

the start. Our Exhibit Design committee hadn’t finalized the 

dimensions of our exhibit panels by the time we were 

asked to start sketching so all of my ideas at the start were 

very loose. We were given a general idea of how big the 

panels had been in previous years so my sketching started 

there. I quickly moved on to sketching in Adobe Illustrator 

just so that I had something to show the professors. 
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MIND MAPPING.
After showing my professors rough sketches of my work, 

they told me that I should mind map again. The purpose 

of this mind map would be to establish what I wanted my 

audience to take away from my panel after viewing its 

content. I needed to think about tone and narrowing my 

content because I wasn’t going to be able to fit all that I 

described during my presentation on my panels.
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DESIGNING.
When the Exhibit Design committee finalized our panels, 

they decided that one would be 36 by 84 inches and the 

other would be 48 by 84 inches with an 18 x 32 inch cutout 

at the bottom. When that was finalized, I was able to 

truly start organizing my design. After mind mapping, I 

established that I wanted my takeaway from my exhibit to 

be the loss of innocent lives as a result of a lack of gun 

control. More importantly, the loss of children’s lives. 

I really wanted my exhibit to be similar to my presentation 

in that the numbers should speak for themselves. I had 

the idea to divide my exhibit to some extent. I wanted one 

panel to display my data and the other to show the faces 

of children who were meant to represent the victims of 

child-related gun violence. I wanted the images of the kids 

to be grayscale to emphasize the morbidity of the topic. 

The challenge of choosing to design one of my panels this 

way, was that I had to make sure that the other panel 

wasn’t competing for attention. 

It took a lot of trial and error, reviewing with professors, 

and asking peers for advice before I was able to produce 

something that I was proud of. At one point, I was super 

frustrated with the left side of my panel (the one with all 

the faces) because I felt like it was too busy and not 

communicating the depth that I had envisioned. Just as 

I was getting ready to scrap the concept entirely, my

professor asked, “Well what’s missing? How can you add 

a layer of depth to this panel that would encourage a viewer 

to look at it longer and think about it harder?” And that’s 

when it hit me. To make that side of the panel more dramatic 

and make it feel real, I needed to include the names of the 

places where those children lost their lives: their schools. I 

found a database that records every gun related incident 

on school grounds in America. I was able to filter the data 

by year so I decided to record all of the incidents that took 

place on school grounds in 2023 to make the data feel 

current. That took forever. It was upsetting too because 

there were so many gun related incidents at schools in 

2023 that it took me almost 16 hours to write them all down. 

But that was just the oomph I needed to make my panel 

captivating and balanced. All that was left was to do test 

prints to adjust my scale and get it approved.
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We had a major critique 

just after spring break 

where we were expected 

to print out our panels to 

scale with the designs as 

they were at that point. 

This was just to make sure 

everyone was on track and 

to hold us accountable for 

going up to our professors 

and actually getting 

feedback and critiques. I 

was pretty unhappy with my 

design up until this point. 

This was were I was then:
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If you couldn’t tell, the 

printers printed out 

my prints on the wrong 

size paper so my panels 

were not the right cale. 

This made my review 

pretty frustrating. It was 

hard to get reviewed 

because my professors 

were really struggling to 

see past the incorrect scale 

and give me feedback. 

.

I was obviously not a 

happy camper after my 

review. I was feeling a 

mix of frustration with the 

printers for printing my 

stuff wrong, frustrated at 

my professors for the lack 

of feedback I got, and 

frustrated with myself 

because my design was 

not what I wanted it to 

be. I sat scowling at my 

computer for the rest 

of studio lol
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I printed to scale for my final review and it went really well. I got everything approved 

but decided to make a couple changes to make my life a little easier when it came time 

to actually assemble my panels. I decided to have the background of my right panel 

the actual cardboard of the panel because it was going to be a pain in the butt to get the 

dark gray background that I had initially planned on. I also decided to do the same on 

the left panel where the schools were listed to add a bit of texture. My professors agreed 

with the changes and my final exhibit was approved and ready to go.
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FINAL EXHIBIT 
PANELS



174 175

Close up of the guns used 

to make up my bar graph.

Close up of the schools 

listed on the left panel with 

all the kids’ faces.



THE SENIOR
SHOW.
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LUCAS BAKER. ANNA BELDING. LUIS BLANCO.

ALYN CHEN. RUIJIE CHEN. CLARA CHRISTENSEN.

DAHLIA DUENAS.

DELANEY GERASTA. ISABELA GLASS. CAYLIE GRONWOLD.

MEET THE 
2024 SENIORS.

ABBY BOWSER. TAM BUI. KEELEY CAHILL

ISABELLE CLEM. EDWARDO CRUZ. JOSIE DONDA.

ELKE FAJUT. CHEYENNE FARNSWORTH. DARIA GATOWSKA.

KYLIE HALLIBURTON. GRACE HAMMOND. NIKOLE HENRIQUEZ.



MARIO HERNANDEZ. ALYSSA HERRERA. VIANKA JAUREGUI. 

TAEYA MEIER.SHEA MCCROHAN. DENICE MELITANTE.

HANNAH MYRES. JAYKE PACK. LUKE PADWE.

QUINN PATTERSON. RILEY PERDUE CARLA PEREZ.

ISABELLE JOHNSON. SILVIA KOOINGA. MEGAN MACDONALD.

MAYA MILETI. BELIAL MIRAMONTES. BLAKE MORATALLA.

HALEY PALOMA. DEMITRIUS PARIS. MORGAN PARK.

TYA ROWITZ. ANDRES SALAZAR. LEAH SCOTT.
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ZIJIN XU.

SHAYE TOMPSETT.TARYN STORY. EUNICE SUN.

JIERU ZHOU.

JOSE VILLALOBOS. TYLER WAGNER. YIXIAO WANG.
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CHANGE DIRECTIONS.
The brand for the 2024 Senior Exhibition was designed 

by our very own Clara Christensen. Similarly to how 

we determined our theme and brand for the poster show, 

we all submitted a poster to be voted on for the Senior 

Exhibit. Clara won for our class and we all really love how 

her poster has translated across our whole exhibition. 

Our senior book, website, and collateral all reflect her 

work and it all turned out amazing! 
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SENIOR SHOW 
CONTENT IS IN 
THE ADDENDUM.
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